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IN THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-13 (previously cancelled) 

Claim 14 (currently amended) A method of limiting a rate at which a connection 

is serviced at a queuing point for a plurality of connections including the connection, the 
method comprising: 

arranging m e ssag e s from the plurality of connections into a plurality of 
prioritized queues; 

determining whether a the connection 9 of the plurality of conn e ctions, exceeds a 
rate limit defined for the connection; 

scheduling the connection in a peak rate limiting shaper queue d e termining, 
using a shaper, when thc - quouo containing a messag e for that connootion is to bo 
serviced if the connection exceeds its rate limit; and 

scheduling the connection in a wei&hted-fair-queuing scheduler queue if the 
connectioiLis, within its rate limit. 

oth e rwis e d e termining, usin g- a - fair sch e dul e r, wh e n the queue coataining th e 
message for that connection is to be s e rvic e d . 

Claim 1 5 (currently amended) The method as defined in claim 4414 wherein the 

plurality of connections have traffic descriptors associated therewith. 

Claim 1 6 (currently amended) The method as defined in claim 4315 wherein the 

traffic descriptors include the rate limit. 

Claim 17 (currently amended) An apparatus for limiting a rate at which a 

connection is serviced at a queuing point for a plurality of connections including the 
connection, comprising: 

a means to arrange m e ssag e s from the plurality of connections into a plurality of 
prioritized queues; 

means for determining whether a the connection of th e plurality of connection s? 
exceeds a rate limit defined for the connection; 
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means for scheduling the connection in a peak rate limiting shaper queue 



to bo service d if the connection exceeds its rate limit; and 

means for scheduling the connection in a weighted-fair-queuing scheduler queue 
if the COnne qti>n within its rate limit, 

othorwiao determining, using a fair scheduler, when the qu e u e containing th e 
mcaaage for that connection io to b e s e rviced. 

Claim 18 (currently amended) The apparatus as defined in claim 4417 wherein 

the plurality of connections have traffic descriptors associated therewith. 

Claim 19 (currently amended) The method as defined in claim 4718 wherein the 

traffic descriptors include the rate limit. 




n ohapor, when the queue containing a m e ssag e for that conn e ction is 



PAGE 3fB 1 KVD AT 4/29/2005 2:19:40 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTWFXRF-t/2 1 DN1S:8729306 * CSfl):613 230 8821 • DURATION (mm-ss):01-50 



